PHOTOGRAPHY
BOOKS OF 2008

WITH THE FALL PUBLISHING SEASCON IN FULL SWING
AND 2008 FAST AFPROACHING, FDN GATHERED
TOGETHER SOME OF OUR FAVORITE BOOKS FOR A
LOOKE AT THE PUBLISHING YEAR THAT WAS.

Till The Cows Come Home:

County Fair Portraits

Fhotegraphs by Dan Nelken

Essay by Roy Flukinger

120 pages/68 images/$go (hardeover)

Hehrex

Dan Melken's charrming and insightful baok shaws that

decurmentary photegraphy deesn't always have to unoover

the darker side of human nature, It alse demonstrates that

carmpelling subjects for documentation can appear dght in

one's backyard. Nelken, a commitbed urbanite, left his Mew

York City studic one summer day in 1995 and headed upstate

tao the town of Walton, There he came seross a county fair and

from that moment he was haoked, repeatedly refurning to

fairs ceer a nine-year period, shealing both partraits and still

lifes. The caurby faif is 3 very (white) American tradition where

farmers and their families “share and celebrate the results

of their industry and labar,™ writes University of Texas curator

Ray Flukinger in the introduction to the book. Melken's

photographs are Indeed a celebration of the caunty fairin

all its very bacal and bow-key glon Nelken meither gwer

sentimentalizes his subjects—many of them children with

their beloved animals—nor does he take the mare obviows

Irn:url-}' reute. W Eugene Smith weas a friend and mentor to

Meken and eecagionally, like Smith, he peses his subjeds;

but that azide, Melken desersedly comes home with the prize.
—Reuel Golden

Loak far mare “Photegrophy Books of 2008 at PONOaNne in
Movember, induding rew titles froet Evgene Bichards and
Richard Avedan. Quir feature "Bookiteres Thal BEoak Prople
Like " will alsa be on PONOsNae this manth,



